Letterhead
Month date, year
Dear ______________,
I would like to introduce you to the Early Assessment and Support Alliance (EASA).  EASA teams are active throughout the state and offer support for young people ages 12-30 who are experiencing a first episode of psychosis or who are at high risk for developing psychosis. Early, effective treatment helps young people achieve their goals, including graduation, maintaining family relationships and friendships, and enjoying successful careers and lives in our communities.
I am reaching out because medical providers are often the first point of contact for young people with early warning signs of psychosis. Leading up to psychosis, young people or their family members, often seek help for “non-specific” functional problems, such as not being able to concentrate well, feeling more disorganized, scattered, having difficulty at school, or with insomnia.
In a recent survey of young people and their families involved in our early psychosis treatment programs, about 70% sought help from medical providers before they were diagnosed with psychosis and eventually connected to EASA. Nearly a third of the medical providers gave them information about EASA or referred them to our program. We’d love to improve that and help reduce the duration of untreated psychosis (DUP) for young Oregonians. We need your help. 
If you are working with a youth with new-onset decline in functioning and other changes consistent with psychosis or who has experienced a first episode of psychosis within the past year, please contact us. The attached brochure provides details. Our programs are supported by the Oregon Health Authority and available to anyone who meets inclusion criteria, regardless of insurance type, ability to pay, or immigration status.
What do we offer medical providers?
· Free professional case consultation and client screening and assessment
· Rapid access to psychiatry and comprehensive mental health care
· Proactive contact with young people and families to help with engagement
· Collaboration with community providers to find optimal resources for those who are not appropriate for the EASA program
· Education for medical providers about psychosis assessment and treatment (Materials can be found on our website www.easacommunity.org and www.psychosisscreening.org)
One of our EASA team members will follow-up with a phone call to provide additional information; they can also meet with you and/or your staff virtually or in your office. 

Thank you for taking the time to learn about EASA and connecting young people and families with services early on.  

Sincerely,



Signature
Insert local phone number and contact information here in bold (Put local phone number and contact information on first page of letter if it goes to more than one page.)
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